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North Texas Groups Join National AIDS Memorial in 
Honoring Dr. Anthony S. Fauci and Dr. David D. Ho on the 

40th Anniversary of the AIDS Epidemic 
 in Special Virtual Events 

 

Nine D-FW Organizations Join Together to Commemorate World AIDS Day on 
December 1 to Raise Awareness of the ongoing AIDS and COVID-19 

Pandemics 
 

Media interviews available with local participants via ZOOM or in-person with special arrangements 
Contact: Chris Kelley, TKG Communications, to arrange interviews: 214-457-5266; chris@kelleynotes.com 

 
WHAT: North Texas commemorates World AIDS Day, partnering with the National AIDS Memorial, to 
honor Dr. Anthony S. Fauci and Dr. David D. Ho on the 40th anniversary of the AIDS Epidemic. Rev. Dr. 
Neil G. Thomas, senior pastor of Cathedral of Hope, will convene a special online presentation from 
nine D-FW organizations to raise awareness of the two pandemics that have claimed nearly one million 
lives and remain active diseases. 
 
To commemorate World AIDS Day 2020, The National AIDS Memorial will officially unveil its first-
ever virtual exhibition of the AIDS Memorial Quilt that will feature more than 10,000 Quilt panels 
representing all 50 states and U.S. territories—including 16 original panels from local D-FW 
organizations. 
 
WHEN: Tuesday, Dec. 1, at 10 a.m. in Dallas; the National livestream event begins at 12 Noon. 
 
WHERE:  The 10 a.m. Dallas virtual event will be held online at www.worldaidsdaynorthtexas.org ; at 
12 Noon, the National AIDS Memorial will livestream its World AIDS Day 2020 national conversation 
event with Dr. Fauci and Dr. Ho at https://www.aidsmemorial.org/wad2020 . 
 

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=f2Pj6gYZhkXvz_FDQQ0YrwBYgWx2skS2go6071tEdpmcAhdHGwAqr6RSQ-tIiJh-B-IrkpVYbvNE7zT9F8Y7TH3RxHJHxAJJJ6rxvPEH-Kc=
http://www.worldaidsdaynorthtexas.org/
https://www.aidsmemorial.org/wad2020


 

The Dallas event will also be streamed on the online platforms of the following D-FW organizations 

that have played, and continue to play, a critical role in the fight against HIV/AIDS followed by press 

availability of D-FW speakers via Zoom or in-person interviews by request. 

The organizations participating in the Dallas virtual event have been on the front lines of the HIV/AIDS 
fight for over 50 years and continue to be a resource to those in need of critical support today: 
 

Cathedral of Hope has been on the front lines of the AIDS pandemic from its start, offering 
services, compassion, and hope for those with HIV and AIDS for 50 years. 
 
GDMAF – The Greg Dollgener Memorial AIDS Fund – has been helping those with HIV and AIDS 
with urgent needs after all other organizations have exhausted their funds. GDMAF has been 
DFW’s ‘last resort’ organization for 25 years. 
 
Legal Hospice of Texas has been at the forefront of helping HIV and AIDS clients with Legal 
advice and planning in case of death and has defended them in discrimination lawsuits for over 
30 years. 
 
Abounding Prosperity was founded in November 2005 to provide services that address health, 
social, and economic disparities among Black Americans, with a particular emphasis on gay and 
bisexual men, cisgender women, transgender women, and their families. 

 
AIN – Access & Information Network celebrates its 35-year anniversary as a leading healthcare 
resource offering programs such as nutritious hot meals, medical transportation, translation 
services, and more. 
 
ASD – AIDS Services of Dallas – has had the largest housing program for those living with 
HIV/AIDS in Texas for over 33 years, providing 1,634,145 nights of affordable housing and services 
that includes Medical and Housing Case Management, Food, Transportation and Vocational 
Employment. 
 
Resource Center was one of the first centers where people living with HIV/AIDS could go to get 
counseling, connections with medications, and mental support during the pandemic, and has 
remained a support system for many for over 35 years. 
 
Legacy has provided quality mental healthcare, substance abuse treatment and special care 
housing services for people challenged with HIV/AIDS for over 25 years. 
 
Prism Health North Texas (originally AIDS Arms) has been a central part of health care for 
those living with HIV/AIDS for 35 years. Prism also hosts the largest AIDS Walk in North Texas, 
LIFEWALK, which was done virtually this year, on its 30th Anniversary.  

 
 
 

http://www.cathedralofhope.com/
http://www.gdmaf.org/
http://www.legalhospice.org/
http://www.aboundingprosperity.org/
http://www.aindallas.org/
https://www.aidsdallas.org/
http://www.myresourcecenter.org/
http://www.legacycares.org/
file:///C:/Users/MIranda.grant/Downloads/www.phntx.org


 

ADDITIONAL DETAILS: 
 
The year 2020 marks 40 years since the first cases of AIDS were reported in the United States, a 
pandemic that has led to nearly 700,000 lives lost and still no cure four decades later. The nation now 
struggles through another pandemic – the fight against Covid-19 – and the horrific loss of life has 
surpassed 250,000 in a matter of months. 
 
In remembrance of the lives lost due to AIDS and as a sobering acknowledgment of the world’s current 
crisis, the National AIDS Memorial is honoring two highly impactful leaders who have led the charge on 
the frontlines of their respective crises. During the livestreamed event, the Memorial will recognize 
Anthony S. Fauci, M.D., the Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and the 
leading authority on the COVID-19 pandemic, and David D. Ho, M.D., Director of the Aaron Diamond 
AIDS Research Center at Columbia University and recipient of the Presidential Citizens Medal for his 
ongoing research on HIV/AIDS. In 1981, Dr. Ho encountered some of the first reported cases of what 
would later be identified as AIDS. 
 
“In the midst of panic and struggle, life and death, we look back to a time 40 years ago when the world 
was once again experiencing heartbreak and loss from a deadly threat to human life,” said Rev. Dr. Neil 
G. Thomas, Senior Pastor of Cathedral of Hope. “We are honored to be partnering with National AIDS 
Memorial in this somber, uplifting program as we remember the millions of lives who have been and 
continue to be affected by the AIDS epidemic. The 40th anniversary of the first reported cases of AIDS 
could not come at a more surreal time when hundreds of thousands of lives have been lost due to 
COVID-19 in the United States alone. 
 
“As a minister, a community member, and a fellow human being, I am humbled and encouraged to 
stand by so many individuals and organizations who have given so much to fight on the frontlines of 
HIV/AIDS over the years. They’re resolution and persistence is the inspiration we need at this time, and 
that’s why we are taking this opportunity to acknowledge the blood, sweat, and tears they have spent 
in battling HIV/AIDS as well as their ongoing support for those living with and affected by HIV in our 
community and world.” 
 
The National AIDS Memorial will begin its livestream at 12 noon CDT with a presentation of the 2020 
National Leadership Recognition Award honoring Dr. Fauci and Dr. Ho who will lead a conversation 
about medical and scientific advancements during both pandemics and offer important insights on the 
health, research, and long-term impacts of HIV/AIDS and Covid-19. 
 
The livestream event will include a distinguished list of guest speakers and panelists, video storytelling, 
and musical tributes. Viewers will hear a discussion on how HIV/AIDS and Covid-19 have 
disproportionately affected communities of color, the systemic barriers that compound poor health 
outcomes, the need for social and health justice, and the ways the nation can respond, heal, and 
remember those lost in both pandemics. 
 
Founded in 1988, World AIDS Day was the first ever global health day. Commemorated every year on 
December 1, it serves as an opportunity for people worldwide to unite in the fight against HIV, to show 



 

support for people living with HIV, and to commemorate those who have died from an AIDS-related 
illness. 
 
About 1.2 million people are living with HIV in the U.S., and there are an estimated 38 million people 
globally who have the virus. Despite the virus only being identified in 1984, more than 35 million 
people have died of HIV or AIDS, making it one of the most destructive pandemics in history. Today, 
scientific advances have been made in HIV treatment, there are laws to protect people living with HIV, 
and far more is understood about the condition. 
 
Despite this, many do not know the facts about how to protect themselves and others, and stigma and 
discrimination remain a reality for many people living with the condition. World AIDS Day is an 
important reminder to the public and government that HIV has not gone away – there is still a vital 
need to raise money, increase awareness, fight prejudice, and improve education. World AIDS Day is 
an opportunity to show solidarity with the millions of people living with HIV worldwide, and most 
people do this by wearing an HIV awareness red ribbon on the day.  
 

# # # # 
 
About the National AIDS Memorial 
The National AIDS Memorial, through the AIDS Memorial Grove, AIDS Memorial Quilt, and inspiring 
programs, helps ensure that the story of AIDS and the AIDS movement is known in perpetuity so that 
never again will our national conscience allow a community to be devastated by an epidemic because 
of fear, silence, discrimination or stigma. The memorial relies solely on funding from personal donors, 
foundations, and corporate partners to support its mission and programs. Learn more 
at www.aidsmemorial.org. 

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=zsY2qWqqd8Fa5-8HBc1cWBPnrmQq034C0uMln-bqkKoZrJn-1IFSMGZr5z2VJrYn8xMR9WW1-qDv9Tc2h82OCE55T2nhNp6uUT0ex-xkx_U=

